
Mar 11, 2022 ~ Perspective Changes Everything   (Lesson 58cez) 

 
 

Vocabulary:    [sth = something; sb = somebody] 
disappeared = could no longer be seen/found 
neighbor = someone who lives near you;  someone who needs your help 
to comfort sb = to ease sb’s sadness or grief; to make sb feel better 
accident = sth that happens unexpectedly, resulting in harm, inconvenience, etc. 
 
Idioms:  [sth = something] 
It’s no big deal. = It’s not very important.  It’s not very serious. ~ It’s no big deal if you come late to my 

party. 
make the best of sth = do the best you can in a difficult or bad situation ~ Even if you cannot attend 

classes like before, you need to make the best of the situation and study online diligently. 
turn out to be = later became something unexpected ~  Although the weather was bad, it turned out 

to be a fun day.     My job interview turned out to be longer and harder than I expected. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
An Old Man Loses His Horse   (a blessing in disguise) 
 
Long ago, there lived an old man on the northern frontiers of China.  One day, his horse disappeared.  His 
neighbors came to comfort him, but the old man said it was no big deal.  He said his loss might turn out to 
be a good thing, and he was right.  A few months later, his horse came back, and brought an even better 
horse with it!  His neighbors came around again, to congratulate him on his gain.  But again, the old man 
viewed the situation differently, and said that this good fortune might also bring something bad in the end.  
To everyone’s surprise, he was right again.  A few days later, his son fell off the new horse and broke his 
leg.  However, as a result of the accident, his lame son was not forced to fight in the war and was allowed 
to stay with his family. 
 
The story teaches that neighbors are important in both good and bad times, and so is a balanced 
perspective. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Proverbs: 
Count your blessings. = Recall specific good things that you have: relationships, possessions, 

circumstances, etc. 
Every cloud has a silver lining. = Something good can come from a bad situation. 
It’s a blessing in disguise. = At first it seemed like a bad thing, but later it caused something better to 

happen. 
Look on the bright side. = Focus on the good things in a bad situation. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



TASK: Tell what happened in order. One student completes #1, then a different student completes #2, 
etc. 
1. One day, a man’s ________________________. 
2. A few months later, _________________________. 
3. A few days later, the man’s son ____________________. 
4. Because of the accident, the man’s son ________________. 
 
Questions: 
1. What good things happened in the story? What bad things happened? 
2.  When something unexpected happens (like an accident), do you tend to see the bad side or look on 

the bright side? (Do you have a pessimistic or optimistic attitude?) 
3. Think of a bad situation you had in the past in your family, a friendship, your studies, or your job.  

Did anything good come later as a result of that bad experience?  In other words, did it turn out to be  
a blessing in disguise?  If so, share what happened. 

    Examples: you didn’t get into the university you wanted (but ended up in a university with a wonderful 
supervisor), you lost a job or a job opportunity (but later got a better job), your boyfriend/girlfriend 
broke up with you (but you later married a wonderful person), etc. 

4. What are some of the bad things related to the current crisis in Europe? What are some ways that 
the people involved can make the best of this situation? 

5. Who was a neighbor in today’s story? Who is your neighbor? Ask your teacher about the “story of the 
good Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37; see below) 

6. “Count your blessings.”  Talk about 1-2 of the blessings you currently have in your life. 
 
The Good Samaritan ~ Jesus’ answer when someone asked “Who is my neighbor?” 
30 To answer this question, Jesus said, “A man was going down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

Some robbers attacked him. They tore off his clothes and beat him. Then they left him lying there, 
almost dead. 31 It happened that a Jewish priest was going down that road. When the priest saw the 
man, he walked by on the other side of the road. 32 Next, a Levite came there. He went over and 
looked at the man. Then he walked by on the other side of the road. 33 Then a Samaritan traveling 
down the road came to where the hurt man was lying. He saw the man and felt very sorry for 
him. 34 The Samaritan went to him and poured olive oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them. 
He put the hurt man on his own donkey and took him to an inn. At the inn, the Samaritan took care of 
him. 35 The next day, the Samaritan brought out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. The 
Samaritan said, ‘Take care of this man. If you spend more money on him, I will pay it back to you 
when I come again.’” 

36 Then Jesus said, “Which one of these three men do you think was a neighbor to the man who was 
attacked by the robbers?” 

37 The teacher of the law answered, “The one who helped him.” 
Jesus said to him, “Then go and do the same thing he did!”  
 
Luke 10:25-37 International Children’s Bible (ICB) 
Footnotes: 

a. 10:27 “Love . . . mind.” Quotation from Deuteronomy 6:5. 
b. 10:27 “You . . . yourself.” Quotation from Leviticus 19:18. 
c. 10:32 Levite Levites were men from the tribe of Levi who helped the Jewish priests with their work in the Temple. 

Read 1 Chronicles 23:24–32. 
d. 10:33 Samaritan Samaritans were people from Samaria. These people were part Jewish, but the Jews did not accept 

them as true Jews. Samaritans and Jews hated each other. 
e. 10:34 olive oil and wine Oil and wine were used like medicine to soften and clean wounds. 
f. 10:35 silver coins A Roman denarius. One coin was the average pay for one day’s work. 

International Children’s Bible (ICB) 
The Holy Bible, International Children’s Bible® Copyright© 1986-2015 by Tommy Nelson 
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