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Sep 24 2021~ Smart Phones in Education (esp in children’s classrooms)   (EFLsuccess.com) 

 
Warm up: What is your favorite thing to do with a smart phone? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Useful vocabulary & expressions:    sth = something; sb = somebody; BrE = British English (vs American English) 
 

union (BrE Trade union; AmE Labor union) = an organisation formed by workers to protect their rights 
correspondent = someone employed to go someplace and report the news concerning that place  
pupil = someone being taught, esp a child (more common in BrE than AmE) [Also refers to the black area in the middle 

of your eye] 
porn (pornography) = sth that shows sexual acts and images in morally inappropriate ways  
prep school (preparatory school) = (BrE) a “prep school” is for 6 to 13-year olds, preparing them for boarding school. 

[In AmE, a “prep school” is a private secondary school that prepares academically gifted (or wealthy) students to 
enter the best universities.] 

to ban = to say sth must not be done, seen, used, etc. 
to insist = to say very strongly 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Smart phones can inform and add interest to a lesson, but may also threaten children’s health and order in 
the classroom, according to a teachers’ union. 
A British education correspondent reported on a discussion at a professional teachers’ association. 
Complaints against allowing smart phones in class (especially among young children) included costs to 
parents, cheating, health risks, and crime. For example, some pupils run up bills for thousands of pounds (£) 
on porn lines, use the phone’s memory to cheat in exams, and buy/sell stolen property via the phones.  
Teachers complain that students are distracted by texting, sometimes accomplished without even looking at 
the devices. Sometime, students make and distribute videos of teachers (violating their privacy). A former 
school official recalled how parents asked a local court to throw their son out of the family home because 
viewing porn on his phone cost them over £4,000. Noting how easy it is to store lots of information on a 
phone, others expressed the unfair advantage high-tech students would have during important 
examinations (including exams that determine university placement). A prep school teacher expressed 
concern about possible links between smart phones and cancer or eye disease, especially among small 
children. Special smart phones have been developed for children as young as 4-years-old. 
As smart phone use increases, even among low-income students, teachers struggle with whether to ban 
them, or how to manage smart phones during school hours. In some classrooms, all phones must be given 
to the teacher before the lesson starts.  
Some parents (and teachers) object to any ban. They say that the phone’s benefits outweigh problems. 
Children can call a parent when feeling sick, or when they need a ride home. These adults believe that 
misuse happens among a small number of students. Some teachers point out that this technology is here to 
stay, and insist that their role is to help students use technology wisely instead of banning it. 
The association agreed at the last day of its conference to ‘note with concern the increasing presence of 
smart phones in school.’ The topic will likely be discussed again, as research and experiences inform 
educators on how to balance the advantages and disadvantages of smart phone use in the classroom. 
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[Lesson adapted from a lesson by Michael Hughes (bsgcenglish.wixsite.com), attributed to Liz Lightfoot, Education Correspondent in the UK; original date unknown] 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
A. Match the two halves of these sentences according to the text. 
 
1. An education correspondent reported on… 
2. Some teachers point out that… 
3. Complaints against smart phones in class… 
4. High-tech students might have… 
5. Parents asked a local court… 
 
 a) … included costs, cheating and health risks. 
 b) … a discussion about smart phones among teachers. 
 c) … an unfair advantage during important exams. 
 d) … smart phone technology is here to stay. 
 e) … to throw their son out of the house (because of phone porn bills). 
 

B. Find words/phrases in the text that mean the same as the following (in the first three paragraphs). 
 
1. things people steal (paragraph 2)  _______________ 2. by way of / through (para2)  _______________ 
3. students (para2)  _______________   4. set aside for future use (para3)  _______________ 
5. remembered, and told others (para3) _______________ 
 

A. Rewrite the following sentences. 
1. Smart phones have changed our lives. 
Our lives _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. At some schools, students must give their smart phones to teachers. 
Smart phones ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Some research links illness and eye disease to smart phone use.  
Smart phones are sometimes _______________________________________________________________ 
 
4. People shouldn’t use their cell phones in the cinema. 
Cell phones ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Discussion Questions: (Are there any words in the text that you want the teacher to talk about? If there’s time, each 
student should create a sentence with one vocabulary term.) 
1. Name one advantage students might get from a smart phone. 
 

2. Name one disadvantage about smart phones (while being used on campus).   
 

3. Are you concerned about links between smart phones and eye disease, cancer, etc? Why or why not? 
 

4. How old should a child be when teachers or parents talk to them about sending or receiving sexual images on a 
phone? How would you talk to your child about such things? 

 

5. If you are a teacher, talk about your experience with smart phones. What are some of the ways that students use 
smart phones to “cheat” on tests or homework? 

 

6. Is banning smart phones during class time a good idea? Explain your answer. 
 

7. Bearing in mind that today’s phones already have so many apps, what do you think they will do 7-10 years from 
now? 

 
If you have more time:  
Discuss this idea from the Bible about “old” and “new” ways.  
This is what the Lord says: “Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old, godly way, and walk in it. Travel 

its path, and you will find rest for your souls. But you reply, ‘No, that’s not the road we want!’” (Jer 6:16 NLT) 
================= 
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